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Message from the Manac

This has been & hayeearr efcelilveaf a f
activity again afnoddr ermai | $Soi bs kinmg

Wat er Conservanewsl eDtetrihas. been
Wedove been busycainmpbemenpidagyed on
conservation i nacetviewriyti @esr nerAsofmed |
t he county. | a \heorplee st hhav e he hmenwg e
year finds new yeppert uriet iDdsttoct
continue our miists.i onTlhoifs hpealspti nyge ar
peopl e mak e wiFsaec e bdoeocki s ip@mge . We
regarding the wuspdatifngutrhe npmuhlulriad
resources. Pleasti vakeesome @i mer
to read throughhahi $¢hinewseéwshetter
and contact wus PilfeageufhhlVewauny on
guestions or commenus arl i ke.youWi s
woul d l i ke tobedpteciome20 ho6!

co

operator with thJe District.

on NeDglsagy i ct Man

The Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation District has begun the ardu-

I
1 ous, yet important task of managing, preserving, and ensuring open access to i
! records that support information needs and which also document the history |
1 of our agency through an electronic storage system. During this process, the |
, District uncovered its first issue of this Newsletter, dated October, 1966. Its goal |
I both then and now, is to make the best use of each acre of land in Tompkins :
! County and to keep you informed regarding District activities and the many |
1 services available to you. We greatly appreciate the 50 years of opportunity |
| to provide this forum and the opportunity to serve you since 1944 and into the |

|

I
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New York State Grown &
Certified Program

il on Tompkins County Fa

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo | aunched the New Yor k ¢
new $20 million food hub i nf rtehseh Bprroondxu cteo. iTnhcer eNaes
Grown & Certified program identifies and promot e
safety and environmental sustainability progr ams
| ocal and pr esduacnedda radt. al ohisguhpeprort t he new certif
faffmesh food, the Stoaftthmerits falogdo hlubi It dhiang sa gsnti dti
capacity, provides new markets for farmers, rand
Hunts Point.

ANew York State agriculture is an essenti al pil I
mands for safer an@Gowermrors uGiubddmen eSbalwed Yfoa &kd ,Gar own
Program strengthens the | ink between producers &
cultural development. By connect i-of hadrpts tfaad ced fhau b
promoting the consumption of healthy and enviror
traordinary environmental, nutritional and econc
More than 100 qualifying vegetable and fruit far
before New York State Grown & Certified official
kets will work with New York State producers acrt
voluntary certification program. To ensure maxi.
pation in existing certification programs, incl
program and the U.S. Department of Agricultur eos
participation in New York State Grown & Certi f i e
More information about this opportunity is avail

http://certified.ny.gov/

NEWYORK | Agriculture
OPPORTUNITY. an d M a rk e ts




Fields of Green are Go

By Paul Gie® Natural Resource Program
Specialist

As winter is starting to take hold of its

season, | am appreciating the extra care
being given to our productive Tompkins
county soils. How are we protecting those
soils? What is being employed in greater
capacity? The expanded use of cover crops
on ground that has been traditionally left idle

for the winter months. Fields that were once

only populated with corn stubble are now

green with a working crop during those cold

winter months.

Why the appreciation? Cover crops are
adding S0 mu ¢ h t o our
mechanically stabilizing the soil thereby
reducing erosion potential. Cover crops can
be a small grain, grass, or a legume seeding.
Different crops have different benefits but
any cover crop planted will add to soil health
in a positive way. Examples of cover crops
include winter/cereal rye, wheat, oats,
clovers, or triticale. Even tillage radish is
being used as a natural plow pan busting
crop.

With an established cover crop the roots of
the cover are locking the soil in place and
holding the soil from being eroded by winter
snow thaws and early spring time rains. As
the cover crop grows,
structure creating pores which will contribute
to the soil being able to hold more water.
Some cover crops provide nitrogen to the
soil, other species take up nitrogen and hold
it in place for the

crops also help to break up soil compaction.

While the crop is growing above the ground,
below ground the roots are providing an

environment for sustaining soil microbes,
earthworm and other organisms. All these
organisms help to enhance the recycling of
nutrients, create soil aeration and porosity.
Cover cropg gan Re us?d S an ad%,’tional
Sort's o ed taﬁ g
forage crop or incorporated right back into the
soil to increase organic matter.

Attending soil health workshops held
throughout the year will give an amazing
amount of information on the varieties and
benefits of different cover crops. Best of all, it
iS an opportunity to network and share
success trials with other farmers and
landowners. Even this year with the drought
conditions experienced, production would have
been even less had it not been for the benefits
added by the cover crop planted the year
before.

l—la{ve aniat?r%s'gl gosfurtpeﬁ eexarginoei theé 5
positive results of cover cropping? Please give
us a call and we will be happy to share our
knowledge and put you in touch with other

cooperating partners who share our

N € %hthusta8ntif e BeSefitLdf QWer croppfn@. V. € T

Remember, keep your soil
covered and growing
throughout the year to feed
. your soil.
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Hydrilla Management Update

0OAddi ti onal

on the Cayuga Lake

Watershed Hydrilla n Decembpghawd R&A|6hea Earst elr n

ACEMECUREAREUCCURN (t he Hy dr i |lsluac cRrsesgersg@h g uglat el fi kne

atmggcmiﬁfﬁr N Manager, t hlrameCsay ulfrai slendl ecto|n c e

SEESREEEE S alyszak, [|[bdaegcildendg [jtlothe ssppkadt o
ake a paqlsvetiwinl las|ftclmadu ghhuceu t
ol ice oflappkyi nwgi fi\Meer Wi ch dds
h e City [[ionf 2I0tlivac|lacssceosnanog,
ol i ce Dlegtphaer t mept glpds si blud, t
e know Jlpmoens twirliinjfppart mar agert
serve and||sphroawtne ctt Hlahbent roaulrl i |n g
citizens eofff orlttsh ag|@a o mwalt @&t ihoanv. e
wi t h as ||[bemuch ef|ftrediepy anit s
diligencel|lsuccansdf ullplond/ | ake or
determinaf/ion as RHie h at | ook S
provided Tthe r ebenfft hditscohewny
Hydril |l a |Porfoj etlydr j|iMNe@asei ncont
wi s h Jame/Aut aoc&k, afDXi sal onoyg!

h e embar kls O —h T
new careefg .

ames?o departure

oes | eayve a hol e

It hin t He program
hat we afe | ooking to
il I nternally within
he Di str|ict. Al ong
It h t he Hydril | a
ask Forfce, t he

Di strict wi | | continue
the fight agai nst t he

Hydrilla - serrated edges up close. Photo courtesy of New York

pl ant Hy d|r

State Federation of Lake Associations and Jon Reis, photographer.
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http://www.stophydrilla.org/

